The Lambeth Appeal to all Christian People

The Reunion of Christendom

The Conference adopts and sends forth the following Appeal to all Christian people:
An Appeal To All Christian People from the Bishops Assembled in the Lambeth Conference of 1920
We acknowledge all those who believe in our Lord Jesus Christ, and have been baptized into the name of the
Holy Trinity, as sharing with us membership in the universal Church of Christ which is his Body
We believe that God wills fellowship. By God's own act this fellowship was made in and through Jesus
Christ, and its life is in his Spirit. We believe that it is God's purpose to manifest this fellowship, so far as
this world is concerned, in an outward, visible, and united society, holding one faith, having its own
recognized officers, using God-given means of grace, and inspiring all its members to the world-wide
service of the Kingdom of God. This is what we mean by the Catholic Church.
This united fellowship is not visible in the world today. On the one hand there are other ancient episcopal
Communions in East and West, to whom ours is bound by many ties of common faith and tradition. On the
other hand there are the great non-episcopal Communions, standing for rich elements of truth, liberty and
life which might otherwise have been obscured or neglected. With them we are closely linked by many
affinities, racial, historical and spiritual. We cherish the earnest hope that all these Communions, and our
own, may be led by the Spirit into the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God.
The vision which rises before us is that of a Church, genuinely Catholic, loyal to all truth, and gathering into
its fellowship all "who profess and call themselves Christians," within whose visible unity all the treasures
of faith and order, bequeathed as a heritage by the past to the present, shall be possessed in common, and
made serviceable to the whole Body of Christ.
We believe that for all, the truly equitable approach to union is by way of mutual deference to one another's
consciences. To this end, we who send forth this appeal would say that if the authorities of other
Communions should so desire, we are persuaded that... bishops and clergy of our Communion would
willingly accept from these authorities a form of commission or recognition which would commend our
ministry to their congregations, as having its place in the one family life. We offer [this suggestion] in all
sincerity as a token of our longing that all ministries of grace, theirs and ours, shall be available for the
service of our Lord in a united church.
It is our hope that the same motive would lead ministers who have not received it to accept a commission
through episcopal ordination, as obtaining for them a ministry throughout the whole fellowship.
In so acting no one of us could possibly be taken to repudiate his past ministry. God forbid that any man
should repudiate a past experience rich in spiritual blessings for himself and others. Nor would any of us be
dishonouring the Holy Spirit of God, whose call led us all to our several ministries, and whose power
enabled us to perform them. We shall be publicly and formally seeking additional recognition of a new call
to wider service in a reunited Church, and imploring for ourselves God's grace and strength to fulfil the
same.
We do not ask that any one Communion should consent to be absorbed into another. We do ask that all
should unite in a new and great endeavour to recover and to manifest to the world the unity of the Body of
Christ for which he prayed.
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